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with some degree of method ; but the golden cord of connexion, 
which is wrought from the author's brain, and by which all the 
parts are bound to each other as by a natural attraction, seems 
to be wanting. With the best of these Mr. Phillips's work will 
bear a comparison. Indeed, if we did not feel disposed to 
moderate the expression of our opinion, lest we fall under the 
suspicion of being swayed by a national partiality, we should 
place his work before them all, both in practical utility and in 
appropriate treatment of the subject. 

In the smaller work, which is called " The Inventor's Guide," 
the author has prepared an abstract or abridgment of the other, 
calculated chiefly for artists, inventors, mechanics, and, in short, 
for all who are not enrolled under the standard of black-letter. 
Those portions of the larger treatise, which are technical, or 
which relate to remedies and legal proceedings on the infringe- 
ment of patents, are properly omitted. This little book contains 
a neat and succinct view of the whole subject, so far as it is 
interesting to other than professional readers. We venture to 
anticipate from its circulation not a little practical good. The 
rights of inventors will be more generally understood ; and will, 
therefore, be more promptly secured and more universally re- 
spected. This, indeed, is one of the many facilities, peculiar 
to our age, for bringing home to the common mind a knowledge 
of some of those principles of law, in which all have such a 
deep stake, and which, by a presumption of law sufficiently par- 
adoxical, all are supposed to know. In the short interval since 
its publication we have already met more than one practical 
mechanic, who has most carefully thumbed " The Inventor's 
Guide" ; and we do not doubt that it will be extensively used 
throughout the country. 



3. — A P tea for the Education of the People of Kentucky. An 
Address, delivered before the Mayor and Common Coun- 
cil of Lexington, on the 29<A of July, 1837; the Anni- 
versary of the Public School of that City. By Robert 
Wickwffe, Jr. Lexington, (Ky.) ; Hinnell & Zimmer- 
man. 1837. 8vo. pp. 17. 

This production bears the marks of a young, but able writer. 
It is full of an undisciplined vigor, which is often at once the 
sign of youth and of a hopeful manhood. It has a copiousness 
of language and illustration, which clearly shows that the author 
draws from a full fountain ; and that his care, in future, must 
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be rather how much, than whence, to draw. He must learn that 
most difficult of all lessons for writers, to prune and cut away 
words, phrases, perhaps whole passages, which his first judg- 
ment approves. The topics are well chosen for the occasion; 
and the cause of education is advocated with a zeal which, with 
less knowledge than is here displayed, would of itself be produc- 
tive of great good. " Kentucky," Mr. Wickliffe says, " proud 
as is her fame for chivalry and for arms, can never pluck the 
laurel of unmingled honor and renown, so long as there is one 
single freeman on her soil that cannot read the constitution of 
his country, and write his protest against oppression and mis- 
rule." 



4. — A New Translation of the Hebrew Prophets, arranged 
in Chronological Order. By George R. Noyes. In 
Three Volumes. Boston. Vol. I. Charles Bowen. 1833. 
Vols. II. and III. James Munroe & Company. 1837. 
12mo. pp. xii., 288 ; vi. 293 ; 295. 

We avail ourselves of the earliest opportunity, to congratulate 
our readers on the completion of this work, — constituting, to- 
gether with the version of Job and of the Psalms by the same 
author, the most perfect and valuable series of biblical transla- 
tions extant in our language. Mr. Noyes has brought to his 
task a vigorous, candid, and independent mind, enriched by the 
fruits of long and patient scholarship. His work is not merely 
a correction of King James's translation, but a new and distinct 
version. He disclaims the time-hallowed phraseology of the 
former, except where it best expresses the idea of the original. 
He says, that he has never retained it, because he found it there ; 
and, if so, the frequency with which he has seen fit to retain it, 
bears the most flattering testimony to its general pertinency and 
beauty. Indeed, the warmest admirers of the present version 
may be half inclined to pardon Mr. Noyes for the hard things 
which he says of it in his Preface, on account of the following 
confession in its favor. 

" Those portions of the common version, which remain unaltered 
in mine, have, in proportion to their difficulty, been the subject of 
as extensive and laborious investigation, as those .which have been 
altered. This fact deserves the attention of those, who object to 
new translations. The increased confidence, which they may place 
in those parts of the common version, which pass through the furnace 
of modern investigation unchanged, should compensate them for any 
supposed evils connected with the alteration of other parts of it." 



